
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                         July 2, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 277 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I think of you as that which initiates awareness 

and perception.  What I bring to this activity you organize and 
execute is an assumption that the content of any awareness you 
originate will be significant rather than common-place.  As a 
result, I quickly dismiss many things you disclose to me because 
the things I am shown are ordinary.  I especially approach my life 
with a peculiar impatience to get beyond the ordinary to 
something noteworthy and perhaps even profound, something 
that indicates I have elevated status with you.  You, on the other 
hand, patiently keep introducing me to the ordinary about me. 
You invite me to view the ordinary as something that is to be 
savored, as something you will expand with me over time, and as 
something through which you will disclose to me what is unique 
about the ordinariness I am. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 10:40-42 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 282 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 278 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for July 9, 2017  
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45:10-17 or Song of 

Solomon 2:8-13; Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 
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Ordinary Time – 4th Sunday after Pentecost  [Matt. 10:40-42] 
 God is the activity of creating or initiating awareness and 
perception in us. God is what makes us aware of our self as an 
individual with an interior life, and also is what creates perception 
regarding what is happening in the world outside us. We tend not 
to think of God in this way. We generally think of God as that which 
tells us how to behave, tells us what is right and what is wrong, so 
that we end up with a chance to do the right thing that God asks. I 
am suggesting a different understanding—that God is what makes 
us aware of and sensitive to the dynamics, subtleties, nuances, and 
complexities that are always operating in any human situation, 
thereby giving us the raw material to sympathetically inhabit a 
situation, and think, feel and intuit our way into what would be the 
most humane, fair and just way of conducting ourselves in it. God 
is what gives us in-sight—the perception of the below-the-surface 
personal and social forces that are at work in every situation or 
interaction, and that influence and shape them. Our being 
receptive to these perceptions, and using them to make decisions 
as to how to conduct ourselves, is what it means for us to 
participate in the kingdom of God or to be under the influence of 
God. Our inhabiting personal and social situations with this 
“information” being active in our awareness is how God influences 
us in those situations. Our using this information to make choices 
how to conduct ourselves, is how God influences the situations we 
inhabit. 
 The intent of God is to help us relate purposefully and 
consciously to both the world inside us and the world outside us, 
as the way for each of us to have the fullest human life of which 
each of us is capable. It is our participation in this “inhabiting” that 
results in such fullness being ours. The text for today is asking us to 
pay attention to how we and others are drawn into living 
“consciously,” consciously meaning with this increased awareness.  
 To begin, we need to look at the meaning of some words in the 
text. The word translated as “welcome” is the verb “to receive;” 
this verb is passive and subjective, having the sense of “to have 
offered to one.” The word translated as “receive” is the verb “to 
take;” this verb is active and objective, and has the sense of “to get 

hold of.” The word “name” means “name, literally and figuratively,” 
and refers to someone’s authority or character. The word “reward” 
means “pay for service,” literally and figuratively, and I believe 
refers to what a person is due or owed for what they have invested. 

In verse 40 Jesus says: “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” If we 
think of God as the one who is initiating awareness in us, then 
awareness is what is offered to us by God, and if we take hold of 
awareness and choose it as what we want as our character, then 
verse 40 would say something like: Be aware that as we ourselves 
take hold of awareness, awareness is what we then offer to others; 
and, whoever is receptive to us and what we offer them has, 
through this interaction with us, God offered to them. In other 
words, we function as conduits through which the awareness which 
God is constantly offering us is made available to and offered to 
others. I think this is simply a matter of paying attention to the way 
we interact with others, seeking to be conscious of what we and 
they are doing as we interact, and using that in the interacting. We 
want to remain aware that what we have taken hold of is what we 
offer to others, and becomes what they may take hold of and 
receive. I believe the issue here is for us to hold this understanding 
in our awareness and allow it to make us attentive regarding how 
we relate to others. 

Verse 41 says: “Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a 
prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a 
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the 
reward of the righteous.” The focus here is not on what a “prophet” 
or “righteous person” is or what their reward would be, but on the 
concept that what we are receptive to is what we will get hold of. I 
would put the ideas in verse 41 this way: when we ourselves are 
receptive to the awareness that is offered to us and we take hold of 
it in order to have awareness as part of our character, awareness 
will be what we receive. The issue here is for us to seek awareness; 
not to seek to have only certain things in our awareness, but to 
receive and take hold of what is offered to us and attend to it. 

Verse 42 says: “Whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one 
of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none 



of these will lose their reward.” “Little ones” is the translation for 
the Greek word “small,” and in Greek it is a figure of speech 
referring to a person learning this Christian way of having life. The 
phrase “a cup of cold water” is a metaphor in Greek referring to 
“elemental nourishment/encouragement.” Verse 42 can then be 
elaborated in this way: If we give the most elemental nourishment 
and encouragement to those who want to explore life with 
awareness, and who desire to have consciousness as their 
authority/character, none of them will lose what they have let in, 
and we will not lose what we have taken hold of and offered them.” 

      [Jim Robie, 6-29-17, Cycle A., Matthew 10:40-42] 


